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Rhuddlan Town Council — Minutes of the meeting on the 13t July 2023

Hybrid Meeting

Present:

Clir Mike Kermode (Mayor)
Clir Val Simmons (Deputy Mayor)
Clir Ivor Beech

Clir Jackie Burnham

Clir Reg Davies

Clir Mike Elgin

Cllr Arwel Roberts

Cllr Gareth Rowlands

Clir Bleddyn Williams

Town Clerk

Clerical Assistant/Minute Clerk

audio only.
(HPI), Alison Kemp from Betsi
3 of Prestatyn & Meliden and his
th Davies MS arrived at the start of item 4.

2. Declaration of Int
Cllr Mike Kermode note
he felt that this did not pre

councillors may be patients at Rhuddlan surgery but that
em from participating in the discussions on item 4.

3. Urgent Matters
None

4. Prestatyn/Rhuddlan lach

Clir Mike Kermode welcomed Joe Lunn and Alison Kemp and thanked them for attending the
meeting. Councillors had heard concerns from residents that are patients with Healthy
Prestatyn lach (HPI) on a number of issues, especially the retention of an adequate number
of G.P.s, the arrangements for making appointments and services for people with diabetes.
These concerns were shared with the representatives from HPI and Betsi Cadwallader



University Hospital Board (BCUB) and they had agreed to come along to the Town Council’s
meeting to respond to them.

The meeting heard of a number of positive steps that were being taken to address the
concerns raised. In terms of the number of G.P.s it was recognised that there is a national
shortage and that recruitment into North Wales can often be a problem. This is being
addressed by measures such as links with other local surgeries and a programme to relocate
doctors from hospitals to G.P. surgeries to address the balance between primary and
secondary heath care services. Additional G.P. training will be provided in North Wales,
although this is a longer-term solution to the problem. It was mentioned that people did not
always need to be seen by a G.P. because a range of services are being provided by the Nurse
Practitioners and other health specialists in th . entioned that there are
still problems from the Covid pandemicin ter
checkups for people with chronic conditions.

The appointments system was discussed and it e are a number of
options available for people to use. It wa i ne-based
appointments could be difficult at times and_i i re able to
use the web-based systems then this wi one access time for those

In terms of services for peo i i i at these are focussed at the
Seabank Rog . 2nts and support in one location

atters it was good to have the informative discussion
yrmation to residents.

and Councillors @ ] pass on the

5. Police Matters
No representatives attend meeting and no report had been supplied.

6. Minutes

Town Council Meeting 8" June 2023

The Minutes were proposed as a true record by Clir Arwel Roberts, seconded by Clir Bleddyn
Williams. Resolved.

The minutes were duly signed.

7. Progress Report from Minutes
The Clerk provided an update on the following items:
a. Admiral’s Field new gates — 1 quote has been received and a further 2 are awaited.



b. Barrfield Road - issue of untidy land and fly tipping has been successfully actioned by
Scottish Power.

¢. Rhuddlan FC - letter sent as requested but no response received.

d. Twinning — item moved to September agenda.

e. Princes Road Toilets — DCC have reported that the toilets are cleaned daily to the
correct standard.

f. LDP Candidate Sites — The Mayor asked Members to provide any comments on local
sites they may have to be forwarded to the Clerk to collate into a Town Council
response.

8. Correspondence from:
a. The Mayor
The Mayor had circulated his report p
Included was a report from the Deput
the assistance.
Both reports were accepted

or voiced his gratitude for

b. The Town Clerk and Town Plan upda
The Clerk had circulated his repag ting and read through the
various items of correspondence
Several elements of the re Y

° i > ers on Parliament/High Street
post Septem ers agreed to review the request
i ember.

associated cest owing a short discussion, it was proposed by CllIr Jackie
Burnham, se ded by Cllr Gareth Rowlands, that the tree be cut down and
replaced with two new trees on the site. Resolved.

e Rhuddlan Cubs had asked the Council for a list of local organisations that could
offer them volunteering opportunities. One Member reported that they had
already assisted at the bowling club. Any ideas to be forwarded to the Clerk.

e Verbal complaints from a resident about issues at Admiral’s Field. One of which
was a youth urinating against a tree. Members hoped the recent opening of
the public toilets at the Hwb would help and noted the remaining complaints.

e A resident emailed that the social distancing posters had not been removed
from all the lampposts. Reported to DCC and the Clerk offered to identify
remaining ones and ask DCC to remove them.



e Email reference Japanese Knotweed on the river bank. Members noted this is
not the responsibility of the Town Council and the Clerk should write to Natural
Resource Wales.

e Several project updates were received from the Clerk which included,
information that toilet signs highlighting the provision at the Hwb had now
been installed. Members discussed the provision of more toilet signs at other
strategic positions around the site. It was proposed by Cllr Jackie Burnham that
these be enacted, seconded by Cllr Gareth Rowlands. Resolved.

The report and project update were accepted

9. County Councillor Reports
Clir Arwel Roberts had circulated a wri
discussions held between DCC and Wi the storm drainage issues
around Kerfoot Avenue, Tan Yr Eglw . No response has been
relayed to him yet but he is to arrange a i ers to investigate how
things can be improved in the future.
A Member who previously owned some tion that

e informed Members of

sections of the land had been flooded.in h the then
Rhuddlan Borough Council as i t time, and the ongoing
maintenance of it, which does t

Following an informative discus i e meeting with DCC’s
Andy Clark, Welsh Wat z ents and interested parties to

commendation that Bespoke Fitness & Events be
wledd Fest on a funding basis the same as this year.

2024 to cover the awledd-Fest onwards. Resolved

A Member asked that Bespoke Fitness & Events ensure early contact with Menter laith
next year.

A Member enquired about how the gate collection is recorded so as to be fully
transparent on the amount and its account placement. It was agreed that some form
of system is required to protect those handling the collection and different forms of
security tags or bands are to be investigated. This will be further discussed at the next
committee meeting. Resolved.

The Clerk had noted an opportunity for grant assistance for the Gwledd Fest next year
and will investigate it’s suitability and apply if it complies.

The proposed July meeting of the committee was not now required so the next
committee meeting will be on 3" October.



b) Rhuddlan Castle Archaeological Day. A Member had enquired if the Council could
support entry costs for Rhuddlan children attending this event. The Clerk stated that
he had spoken to the Custodian of the Castle and had been informed that all the
children from Ysgol y Castell have already been to the castle and participated in very
similar activities. Making this offer to other residents would prove difficult for the
castle staff to administer. Members noted that the CADW free pass for residents is no
longer available. Members agreed to note this discussion and not offer any support.

11. Annual Report Year Ending March 315t 2023
The Mayor for this period, Cllr Mike Elgin, took Members through the report
congratulating the Clerk and all the Members for their efforts and support for a very
successful year. The Clerk confirmed th guirements are included
and if Members are happy to approv he Council’s website. Clir
Gareth Rowlands proposed the repor ed by Clir Arwel Roberts.

Resolved

In discussing the report’s contents, the Me n Plan had proved

a useful tool in focusing attention to agre i ress had
Kermode

proposed that meetings be held i process of developing the

12. Review of Policies
Standing Orders — T

explained ure of the policy and asked
prove it. He add Councillors cannot change a lot

13. Planning
Clir Val Simmons as Deputy Mayor took Members through the applications.
Clir Arwel Roberts declared an interest as he sits on the DCC planning committee.
44/2023/0146 — Bryn Efah, Church St, Rhuddlan for the erection of a pitched roof
single storey extension. No objections
44/2023/0327 — 11 Links Avenue. Erection of a flat roof dormer extension to facilitate
a loft conversation. No objections
44/2023/0097 — Home Farm, Rhuddlan. Conversation and change of use of
agricultural buildings. This application had been previously placed before Council but
DCC had now received amended/additional documents for review. No objections.



The Mayor noted that the Town Council had traditionally asked the Deputy Mayor to
review and comment on all planning applications at Council meetings. He suggested
that there is little reason to continue this practice and he suggested that this role could
be passed on to the Clerk. During a short discussion Cllr Mike Kermode proposed that
the Clerk now fulfils that role, seconded by Clir Jackie Burnham. Resolved.

14. Budget & Finance
a. Approval of Internal Audit and accounts post completion of audit — The Clerk had
circulated the Internal Audit as completed by DCC at Town Council’s request. The
review gave a high assurance rating which means that risks and controls are well
managed and objectives are being met. Once Members had approved the audit, and
recorded in the minutes, it can then b ternal auditor. Clir Arwel
Roberts proposed approval of the . Seconded by Clir Mike
Kermode. Resolved.
b. Acceptance of quarterly financial rep d the quarterly report

seconded by Clir Gareth Rowlands. Resolv
c. Grant requests
i) Rhuddlan Community G towards plants and other

interest as a Trustee and elected to remain in the room
he discussion. The applicant has secured a Burbo Bank
hey have £2,125 of their own funds towards the total

The Mayor reminded members of the decision in the November meeting which
said “that if Council is to give support, then the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and
another councillor represent the Council on the Board of Trustees”. This had
been discussed at a meeting with the trustees but there had been a blunt
refusal from them to take this on board.

The grant application did not include copies of current bank statements
therefore members could progress the application. There was a lengthy debate
on the issue but members agreed that the application can only be considered
once all the required financial information is provided so as to follow due



process. The Council must remain open and supportive as to how they grant
public funds for this project.

After a discussion it was agreed to modify the request for additional
representation to be the addition of the Deputy Mayor, in addition to the
Mayor. Proposed by Clir. Mike Elgin, seconded by Clir Gareth Rowlands.
Resolved

Clir Mike Kermode proposed that the grant be approved on the condition that
the financial information be provided and a second representative be agreed.
Clir Jackie Burnham proposed an amendment that two separate letters be sent
to the applicant. The first asking for the second representation within the
association and the second stating that a grant can be offered if the required
financial information is recej
amendment. Resolved.

iii) Love North Wales Commun
purchase a second vehicle. No
application could not be progress
subject to receiving and reviewi

preferred. There then followed a considered
cillors expressing their views. In conclusion

der of £2,500 coming from the project budget line. ClIr
amendment that the council borrow £20,000 from the
PWLB be taken period. This was seconded by Cllr Gareth Rowlands and
agreed. Resolved.
e. Validate Contractor for Admiral’s Field path construction — tenders had been
invited from local companies who are included on the DCC preferred construction
companies list. The working Group were recommending contractor 2 at a cost of
£89,500. ClIr Gareth Rowlands proposed that the contractor 2 recommendation be
approved, and Cllr Mike Kermode seconded the proposal. Resolved.

f. Payments List — this had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr Mike Kermode

proposed the list approval, seconded by ClIr Arwel Roberts. Resolved.

15. Community Matters
a. Clir Arwel Roberts had noticed that several bunting securing ties had been left in
place and asked that they be removed.



b. Clir Ivor Beech commented on the excessive speed of Amazon drivers in local
estate roads. Members agreed that the Clerk write to Amazon and PCSO to highlight
the issue. Resolved.

c. Cllr Burnham added that the level of the grass one of the wildflower meadows was
causing an obstruction to the visibility for drivers — Clerk to report to DCC

d. Cllr Mike Elgin suggested that a plaque is purchased that will be displayed at the
Bowls Club and at other suitable locations, highlighting that RTC supports them —
Clerk to sort with Clir. Elgin.

e. Cllr Reg Davies enquired about why a lock had been placed on the gate leading to
Twt Hill. Clerk was asked to investigate.

f. Report of some fly tipping in the Parliament Street Car Park — Clerk to report to
DCC

Part 2 Exclusion of the Press & Public
By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to
excluded from discussions on the following items
be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of t i ess to be
transacted.

e press and public are

The recording of the meeting was switc

16. Aelwyn Morgan Award
The Mayor reminded Member i by secret ballot and that the
nominations had already be . Ri sideclared the winner.



